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Your Anaesthetic Fee
Your anaesthetic fee is separate to any other fees you may incur whilst undergoing any type of procedure (eg: hospital, surgical, pathology, radiology fees).
Payment:

· The out of pocket portion of your fee must be paid at least 2 working days prior to your operation. 
· For some funds (without “known gap policy”) and those uninsured, full payment is required.
· When you ring to make your payment yo will be asked for the following information (please have this ready):

· Name of operation


· Surgeon

· Hospital

· Date

· Health Fund

· Membership Number
· Payments may be made by credit card, BPay, cheque or cash. 
· I will reluctantly accept cash, bank cheque or money order on the day if no other method is available to you. I do not accept personal or company cheques on the day of procedure..

Background to Anaesthetic Fees:
All medical services use the Commonwealth Medicare Benefits Schedule to derive their fee. 
There are Medicare item numbers for each aspect of an anaesthetic. Therefore the more complex an anaesthetic (ie: generally “big operation = big anaesthetic”) the more components involved, and thus, the higher the fee.
The rebates you receive from Medicare and your Health Fund will only partly cover the fee, creating a “gap”.
The “gap” has arisen as a result of over 30 years of gross government under-funding of Medicare and the rising costs of running a medical practice (particularly insurance).  The Government continues to index Medicare at below the CPI.

In the last 15 years the CPI has risen by 4 times that of the Medicare rebate but more importantly the inflation rate related to running a medical practice is higher still.  As little can be done about the government’s Medicare funding arrangements, the size of the gap is mainly a reflection of the refund (service) offered to you by your health fund.

Health insurance operates no differently to any other insurance (eg: car, house, travel, etc.). None of these will cover your entire cost. 
The “gap payment” is exactly the same as the “excess” which you pay when making a claim on any other insurance policy.
My fees are set significantly below that considered fair and reasonable by the Australian Society of Anaesthetists www.asa.org.au and the Australian Medical Association www.ama.com.au (generally 60% – 75%, depending on the procedure). The amount you are out of pocket strongly reflects the refund (service) offered to you by your Health Fund.
Funds:

Some funds reimburse you at significantly lower rates. 
As an example, for a small operation, the following gives a brief summary of the relative differences amongst the insurers.
If the out of pocket (OOP) fee for these insurers comes to $100, then the OOP for the other insurers will be:

Latrobe



$175


St Luke’s / HBF


$200

Druids / GMHBA / Mildura

$185


HBA / HCF / NIB


$230









Uninsured (Medicare only)

$265


Please contact the rooms on 03 9509 2131 as soon as you have your operation booking date confirmed. 
Alternatively you can call the rooms to simply ask for a quote prior to booking.

Dr Andu Borsaru
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